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A concert by
Julian von Flue

The music of this musician from Central
Switzerland is full of variety and experimen-
tation, yet it remains grounded and authen-
tic. This accordionist delivers a range of
sounds that move and inspire the listener.

Interview by Sabine Windlin
Image Martin Bissig

¥ What | originally learned to do: vehicle upholstery.

| am still enthusiastic about the craft today.

¥ Why | play the accordion: the instrument and |
were a good match. A Mussbaumer accordion

(a family heirloom) once served as both a toy and
a seat in my childhood room. The emotions the
instrument’s sound evoked fascinated me from the
very start. W How my music sounds: accessible,
virtuosic, occasionally improvised. At the same time,
it is also groove music - it has a strong rhythm.

W This is my band: I've been performing with guitar-
ist Marc Scheidegger for nearly 15 years. Matthias
Abdcherli has been playing bass for us - and
completing the Julian von Flie Trio - for the past
four years. ¥ The concert | will never forget: the
performances at the Castelfidardo Accordion Fes-
tivalin Italy in 2022 and 2023 were a highlight.
And of course, playing in front of a home crowd at
the Landsgemeindeplatz in Zug on 1 August 2024!
¥ What | like about my audience: the loyalty and
connection that keeps fans coming back to our con-
certs again and again. Nothing beats the feeling
of appreciation you get from a live performance.
¥ My favourite piece: | feel | have created a classic
with “Caviano”. % The piece that challenges me the
most: playing “Ubers Kopfsteipflaschter” (“Walking
the cobblestones”) is always a nerve-wracking ex-
perience, W The plece that always goes down wall:
“Rosmarie” is always a hit at both concerts and other
entertainment events. ¥ Why | like live music: be-
cause our music sounds so good when played at
the right volume on the right system. ¥ Why | like
working in the studio: because | can go deep into the
details and fine-tune the music and the instru-
ments down to the last note. ¥ What | listen to my-
self: country music is my favourite and what |

listen to most. | also like all related styles, such as
bluegrass, western swing and rockabilly. And then
there are other genres and types of music that
inspire, excite, or move me, ¥ The type of listener
that makes me happy: one that moves to my
music. It could be as little as one foot tapping. That
gives me the feeling that my music is reaching
them. ¥ The type of listener that annoys me: some-
one who comes on stage with a request for a
completely different kind of music. W Fair pay means:
when we musicians end up with an hourly rate

at the end of a concert or engagement that reflects
the time we have put in, as happens in the private

or commercial sectors. W What's special about folk
music: the charm and character of it. | like how
folk music expresses tradition and a sense of be-
longing to your own culture. W Jazz or pop: jazz,
because | love all the improvisation. ¥ Classical or
country: country. For as long as | can remember,
that's the style I've loved. W Hip-hop or reggae: reg-
gae, because of the many exciting, rhythmic ele-
ments, ¥ Deezer or Spotify: Spotify. ¥ What gets me
dancing: usually, it's when the music is on shuffle
and a groove that | love comes on. W What's old-
fashioned about me: | phone people a lot. I'm not great
with writing emails or text messages on my mobile
phone. ¥ What's modern about me: many of my ide-
as are out of step with "modern” society. However,
when it comes to providing a good service, | consider
myself and my team to be very progressive. ¥ My
biggest source of stress: when we have a month
with only a few gigs or very few new requeasts com-
ing in. ¥ How | get gigs: by doing gigs! When we
play, people see and hear us, and that often leads
to more requests for us to play. ¥ What | like
about Zug: the Zug music scene and all the musi-
cal events, such as Jazz Night Zug. | also like

the look of Zug, the lake and the general atmos-
phere in the canton. ¥ What | like about Switzer-
land: the mentality and modesty of the people. @ A
city | would like to perform in: Vienna would be
amazing. W The location | love: the Alpentheater in
Kiental in the Kander Valley is a great venue for
small-scale concerts. W My best concert memory:
Billy Strings’ concert in Kentucky, USA. ¥ The
band that inspires me: The Kriger Brothers - a mu-
sical force to be reckoned with. ¥ The instrument
I'd like to learn: there are so many! But | have
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enough to occupy me with the instruments | currently
play - accordion, bass, guitar and banjo. ¥ The
greatest musical challenge: maintaining and im-
proving my personal skills and making progress
as a band leader with my trio. ¥ The best thing
about my job: all the encounters with people and
the feedback from the audience. ¥ The hardest

31

Julian von Flie,
borm in Hinen-
berg in 1997, grew
up in a musical
family and took to
the stage for the
first time at the age
of ten. The accor-
dicnist celebrates
traditional and
contemparary
Swiss folk music,
as well as coundry,
blues, jazz, pop
and Oberkrainer
(Slovenian popular
folk music). With
the Julian von Flie
Trio. he has cre-
ated a unigque, vir-
tuosic and groovy
sound that blands
improvisation with
catchy melodies,
always surprising
listenars by waav-
ing different styles
together. His lat-
est CD is called
Alpine Folk.
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thing about my job: finding new audiences. Con-
vincing people to come to an accordionist’s con-
cert. ¥ iIn my free time: | spend as much time as
possible with my family. The symbol of Zug for me
is: the Zug marina. ¥ My next travel destination:
whearaver people want to hear my music live.



